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Since my mother recently turned eighty, | visited Korea for the first time in
quite a while. Soon after arriving, | took a road trip to Busan with my mother and
my parents-in-law.

Thankfully, the drive to Busan was not nearly as tiring as | had expected.
Throughout the trip, | kept wondering why it did not feel difficult.

Perhaps the biggest reason was that | was traveling with our parents. The
second reason may have been that, after living in the United States, | had become
used to driving for six hours at a time. Because of that, a five-hour drive no
longer felt like much at all. The Bible says that suffering produces perseverance,
and | was reminded that all those long hours of driving in America had trained
me well and were now helping me.

This also made me think that perhaps this is one of the reasons God allows us
to go through times of testing and hardship. To be honest, whenever God
allowed difficulties into my life, they felt very painful. There were even times when
| became discouraged and wondered why God seemed to give such hardships
only to me.

But those difficulties made me stronger. Because of them, smaller challenges no
longer feel as difficult as they once did. When | realized this, | was filled with
gratitude.

During this week's journey, | was once again reminded of God's purpose and
grace in the trials we face. | also found myself giving thanks once more to God

and to our church for allowing me to spend such precious time with our parents.
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But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these should learn first of all to

put their religion into practice by caring for their own family and so repaying g g ;
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10. If you are new and would like to register, please speak with one of the
pastors or greeters.
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